HUMANISM & THE CHURCHES

The bristled baptist Boar, impure as he
But whiten'd with the foam of sanctity,
With fat pollutions filFd the sacred place,
And mountains levell'd in his furious race.

But Baptist or Anabaptist was a word thrown around
as indiscriminately as Bolshevist to-day.

Of the Romanists in England I do not propose to
speak at length* Theirs was in England an oppressed
and persecuted Church, whatever it may have been in
the reign of Mary, or was in Spain and Italy. For the
orthodox Protestant, the Roman Church was not
merely in error and corrupt, she was Anti-Christ.
But for my special purpose, the interest for the
humanist mind of the spirit or temper of a Church
as that finds expression in literature, the thing of -
importance to trace is the effects of the Counter-
Reformation on art and poetry, even so far as these
could show themselves in a Protestant, Catholic-
hating, persecuting country. Of art, I need say little:
because, apart from its being outside my scope, there
was no permitted use of Catholic architecture,
decoration, or rituaL The practising Catholic had to
hide his head in dens and caves of the earth, watched
for by pursuivants. The influence of the Counter-
Reformation in this field must be sought in its effects
upon Anglican architecture and ritual after Andrews
and Laud began to reassert the claims of the Church
of England to catholicity, i.e. in the re-edifying, re-
decorating, and re-elaboration of ritual in Cambridge
and Oxford Churches.

But Protestant England, like Protestant Holland,
did have poets who were Catholics, and the poetry of
Crashaw, like the poetry oTVondel, is influenced by
Itfie genius and spirit of the Church of Rome as
reformed and reanimated by the Council of Trent.
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